
When removing 
scalpel blades

While switching 
instruments

During clean-up / 
resterilisation

Where do scalpel injuries occur? 50%
Up to

of scalpel injuries can be 
prevented using a single-handed 

scalpel blade remover

Scalpel Injuries- understanding the risks in your workplace

$556 - $3,000 
Cost for an 

uncomplicated
scalpel injury. 

$15k -$100k 
Cost if injury 

requires surgery 
and rehabilitation.

Podiatrists use scalpels every day during patient care, and run the risk of a scalpel injury 
without the correct equipment and work practices.

Blood-borne infection such as HBV, HCV, or HIV

Severed digital nerve and/or tendon 

Psychological distress and/or trauma

Delayed procedures and loss of productivity

SCALPEL 
INJURIES 

CAN CAUSE

Half of all scalpel injuries go unreported

In addition to the post-exposure management costs, there may be 
hidden costs such as workers compensation, retraining, or 
non-compliance penalties.

... and be safe

To find out more about preventing scalpel injuries, visit www.qlicksmart.com
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